
Minutes of Meeting Community Group 

‘The Friends of The King’s’ 

Tuesday, 20 April 2021 held over Zoom 

Attendees: 
Liz Milburn 

Carey Brownless  
Liesle Hattan 
Sarah Ledger 
Kirsty Sinclair – Guest Speaker (Eco School Initiative) 
Sheila Plantaz 
 
Apologies: Sam Tyndall and Allison Geddes 
 

1. First meeting of the group this academic year.  Carey introduced everyone and the aims of 

the group.  Welcome to Sarah Ledger, new parent with a daughter in Year 7. 

 

2. Guest speaker, Kirsty Sinclair spoke about the Eco School Initiative. At present King’s is 

working on a business plan to develop the project in the school.  Kirsty is hoping to present 

the plan to Mr Dawes.                                                                                                                                

Initiative focus: Open one hour a week initially.  Delivery of dry food supplies every week.  

This would be open to the whole school.  Parents would pay £2 and get to select 10 items.  

Things would be brought from Fare Share (£25).  The initiative would fit into the school 

ethos and staff and community would be involved in the organisation and running of the 

‘shop’.  One of the governors on board.  Could work in conjunction with breakfast packs.  

Would need money for initial set up.  Considering running the shop on a Friday after school.  

Manned via a rota to include volunteers (parents and staff).  Would need to consider 

premises as space is limited and safeguarding a factor. Group suggested a Portakabin or 

shipping container for the actual shop.  Sarah suggested that a shipping container could be 

obtained cheaply and then decorated by staff and students becoming a community project. 

Rotary Club links for funding and support also a possibility.  

The parent group would help to support the shop in any way that they can.   

3. Recruitment and profiling of Parent Group was discussed at length with the weekly 

newsletter ‘King’s Chronicles’ cited as a good tool to communicate with parents. It was felt 

that an article to go into the school newsletter from the parents group every month/6 weeks 

would be great to use as a recruiting tool.                                                                                                         

We need to recruit more people to the group.  Sarah suggested some ideas to link with the 

Eco shop or breakfast.  Group suggested using a Friends Feature; include our logo and 

contact details. Carey to construct first article to promote use of bagels (help support 

breakfast parcels) Five top tips to eat a bagel. This could then be extended via the website to 

include recipes and ideas from parents.                                                                                                   

Carey asked group to view our website before the next meeting and e-mail any ideas 

through to cbrownless@thekings academy.org.uk – parents group page is not up to date.  

We need to use it to promote the website more, so design and features need to be 

upgraded and more interactive. 

 



 

4. Stock – the stock we had is all out of date.  Liz has not binned any of it yet, but it cannot be 

sold.  Will dispose of stock gradually.  If any of the group want to take any of it, please 

contact Liz. 

 

5. Liesle H updated the group regarding the budget.  Current balance is £298.67 including the 

float of £40. Liesle explained that the group last year funded three school initiatives; hard 

hats for Geography Dept, glass bowls for Food Dept and T-shirts for Texas Rugby Trip. 

 

6. The group will begin to think of fundraising events in the future after Covid. Consider the 

website, newsletter and the Eco School shop, when Kirsty has formal approval. 

 

7. Next meeting – Tuesday 8 June, 6.15pm over zoom. Agenda to follow. (Liesle to send 

through meeting invite on Monday 7 June). 

 

8. Meeting closed at 7.20pm www.facebook.com/thekingsacademy 

http://www.facebook.com/thekingsacademy

