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Friday 28 May 2021 
 
Dear Parents 
 
We usually begin letters from school with a structure that hopefully helps with readability and understanding, but this 
half-term-break letter comes at the end of a very unexpected week of conflicting feelings.  I can confirm that school 
will reopen as usual on Monday 7 June, immediately after this break.  We are not intending to ask students to wear 
of face coverings but, with the greater transmissibility of recent Covid-19 variants, many students may wish to do so. 
 
Please also note that, unless you have informed us that your child requires a school lunch (e.g. because he/she receives 
free school meals), students should bring packed lunches for the remainder of term because of the scheduled building 
works that include some catering areas.  Should your circumstances change between now and the end of July, please 
email us via enquiries@thekingsacademy.org.uk. 
 
Following advice from Public Health, Monday saw the school community perform a pirouette at lightning speed as we 
moved from ‘normal’ schooling to: suspending school; reinstatement of online learning; mobile testing units being 
hosted (amidst rain and hail) and the organising of logistics and registration of students; plus the careful planning, 
communications and operational management that are needed for this.  I hope you won’t mind me expressing thanks 
to the exceptional leadership team and support staff at King’s who made these possible.   
 
As a result, and although some of us got wet and endured an unexpected wait as teething problems were resolved, 
over 1,000 PCR tests were performed and registered within a day-and-a-half, by Wednesday lunchtime.  We believe 
that this contributed significantly to the health and welfare of our school and of the wider community, and we are 
extremely grateful to all who attended for testing. 
 
On the other hand, we keenly understand the extent of inconvenience and loss that students, parents and staff 
experienced with the sudden re-suspension of schooling on Monday evening.  As well as being another interruption to 
education and to the crucial social and wider developmental aspects that schooling brings to children, we have had to 
postpone leavers’ events for our Year 11 and 13 students (scheduled for today).  These assemblies and celebration 
lunches will now take place at school on what is sure to be a superb day, on Friday 11 June. 
 
On a separate note I am delighted to share with you that, at an executive meeting of Middlesbrough local authority on 
Monday, the requisite £2.4m was approved for King’s to build an extension of 8 classrooms over the coming year.  As 
you are aware there is also much internal modification work taking place ready for this September, and we can now 
confirm that this will include a new block of 14 fully self-contained, high quality toilet cubicles which will be of particular 
benefit to students at the busiest times of day. 
 
With heartfelt thanks we wish all parents, carers and students some much-deserved rest and renewal over this short 
break. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Dawes 
Principal 


