
The King’s Academy: KS3 Curriculum Overview (2021-2): KS3 History 

Year 7 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Development of Church, 
State and Society from 
Anglo Saxon to Norman 
England 
Students consolidate key 
threshold concepts of 
chronology & 
sources/interpretations. 
They will gain knowledge 
and understanding of life in 
Anglo Saxon England; the 
cause & effect of the 
Norman invasion; the 
similarity & difference of 
the consolidation of 
Norman power. 

Development of Church, 
State and Society in 
Medieval Britain 
 
Students explore the 
degree of change & 
continuity across the 
medieval period, focusing 
on aspects of life in 
medieval villages and 
towns; the role of church 
and beliefs about disease. 
They will focus on the 
significance of the Black 
Death as an event that 
leads to substantial change  

The Changing Power of the 
Medieval Monarch 1154 -
1381 
 
Students review the 
conflicts between State and 
Church, with particular 
focus on Beckett and Henry 
II; conflicts between Crown 
and nobility, with focus on 
King John & Magna Carta; 
conflicts between State and 
the people, with focus on 
the causes and 
consequences of the 
Peasants Revolt. 

The Changing Power of the 
Monarch & Religious 
Conflict 1450 - 1558 
 
Students examine the 
reasons for the instability 
of the period of the Wars of 
the Roses, emphasizing the 
significance of the actions 
of Henry VII to establish the 
Tudor dynasty. They will 
assess the cause and 
consequences of the Break 
with Rome. They will 
explore the degree of 
religious change & 
continuity across the reigns 
of the children of Henry VIII 
 

The Changing Power of a 
Female Monarch 1558 - 
1603 
 
Students assess the range 
of challenges faced by 
Elizabeth I – religion, 
security, foreign threats 
and her own rule as queen. 
They will assess her 
responses to evaluate her 
strength and legacy as a 
monarch. Students will also 
examine areas of social 
change such as treatment 
of the poor and 
entertainment. 
 
 

The Changing Power of the 
Monarch & Parliament 
1603 - 1689 
 
Students explore the 
continuing challenges faced 
by the Stuart monarchs, 
with particular focus on 
religious change. They will 
assess the long & short 
term causes of the English 
Civil War: the reasons for 
parliamentary victory & the 
consequences for power of 
monarch. They will 
complete a thematic 
overview of how and why 
the power of the monarch 
changed over time. 
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Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based activities.  
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a chronology test and 
extended written analysis 
of the factors in 
determining the outcome 
of the Battle of Hastings. 
End of Year exam topic 

Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based activities. 
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a sources skills test and 
extended written analysis 
of the degree of change to 
everyday life introduced by 
the Normans 
End of Year exam topic 

Students are assessed in a 
range of formative methods 
that include retrieval tasks 
at the start of each lesson; 
homework assignments and 
lesson-based activities. 
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a knowledge test and 
extended written analysis 
and evaluation of differing 
interpretations of the 
murder of Beckett 
 
End of Year exam topic 

Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based activities. 
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a sources skills test and 
extended written analysis 
of the degree of religious 
change & continuity. 
 
End of Year exam topic 

Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based activities. 
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a knowledge test and 
extended written 
evaluation of differing 
interpretations of the 
success of Elizabeth’s reign 

Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based activities. 
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a knowledge test and 
extended written analysis 
of factors behind the 
declining power of the 
monarch 
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Year 8 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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The Industrial Revolution 
 
Students explore the main 
factors that enabled Britain 
to become the world’s first 
industrialised nation. They 
will examine the concept 
of revolution through 
agriculture, transport and 
industry. They assess the 
impact of these 
developments on working 
and living conditions and 
the changing face of 
Britain. 

 

The Birth of 
Middlesbrough 
Students contextualise 
their understanding of the 
progress of the Industrial 
Revolution to follow a local 
history case study of the 
development of 
Middlesbrough as the 
fastest growing industrial 
town. They explore the 
factors that led to the 
establishment of the town 
and the impact that this 
growth had on living 
conditions. 

The development of 
political rights in Britain 
Students examine the 
impacts of industrialisation 
on the growing pressure for 
political & workplace 
reform. They assess the 
impact of different types of 
protest, such as Chartism, 
in terms of the speed and 
extent of reform of British 
political, working and 
educational rights. 

The development of equal 
rights for women in Britain 
Students reflect on their 
understanding of the 
changes in male political 
representation in 19th 
century Britain to compare 
the situation for women. 
They explore the 
arguments for & against 
female suffrage and assess 
the different methods of 
the suffrage movements. 
They examine the role of 
other factors, such as the 
impact of WW1 & assess 
how far the vote changed 
life for women in Britain 

Revolution in France and 
the Napoleonic Wars 
Students explore long & 
short term reasons for the 
French Revolution, with 
particular focus on rule of 
Louis XVI. They assess the 
path of the revolution to 
the Terror and rise to 
power of Napoleon. 
They examine the rivalry 
between Napoleonic France 
and Britain, with particular 
focus on the battles of 
Trafalgar & Waterloo. 
  

Development of African 
American Civil Rights 
Students examine how the 
Triangular Trade brought 
Africans to America and 
established their location 
and livelihood following 
Emancipation. They explore 
the methods of segregation 
and discrimination that 
existed in the Jim Crow era, 
including the actions of 
KKK. They will trace the 
development of the Civil 
Rights movement & assess 
how successful it was in 
achieving greater equality 
for African Americans. 
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Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based verbal & written 
activities.  
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a factual knowledge test 
and extended written 
analysis of the main factors 
that led to the Industrial 
Revolution in Britain. 
 
End of Year exam topic 

Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based verbal & written 
activities.  
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a source analysis task and 
extended written 
evaluation of the impact of 
the Industrial Revolution on 
the development of 
Middlesbrough. 
End of Year exam topic 

Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based verbal & written 
activities.  
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a factual knowledge test 
and extended written 
evaluation of the influence 
of the Chartists in the 
achievement of greater 
political rights in Britain. 
End of Year exam topic 

Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based verbal & written 
activities.  
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a source analysis task and 
extended written analysis 
of contrasting 
interpretations on the 
importance of the 
Suffragette movement. 
End of Year exam topic 

Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based verbal & written 
activities.  
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a source analysis task and 
extended written 
explanation of the main 
reasons for the French 
Revolution. 

Students are assessed in a 
range of formative 
methods that include 
retrieval tasks at the start 
of each lesson; homework 
assignments and lesson-
based verbal & written 
activities.  
Summative assessment 
takes place at the 
conclusion of this unit with 
a factual knowledge test 
and extended written 
analysis of source & 
interpretation material to 
determine to the reason for 
the survival of segregation 
in the Deep South. 


