
The King’s Academy: KS3 Curriculum Overview (2021-22) 

HLN 1  
Students to be read to, accessing a range of texts to develop their basic literacy skills and work towards Entry level Qualifications 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

To
p

ic
 

Stories of Monsters, 
including Frankenstein 
Read a range of monster 
stories (including 
Frankenstein extracts or 
Usborne text) 
 
Emotions work – identifying 
and understanding (Mood 
Monsters) 
 
Incorporating 
Gothic/Victorian context 
 

Character and setting 
7 weeks 

Students study famous 
characters and settings 
with a focus on the 
language choices used to 
describe them. Students 
are encouraged to infer and 
to form opinions about 
what they read. A range of 
characters will be studied 
with a focus on Victorian 
literature.  
 

Travel writing  
Around the World in 80 
days  
Students study travel 
writing extracts alongside 
the novel. Focus on 
improving their own 
writing through 
punctuation choices and 
sentence crafting (Writing 
to describe) 
 

Media Chocolate  
 
Reading Usborne Text – 
The Story of Chocolate 
History, adverts and 
persuasive writing. 
Design your own 
chocolate bar project 

Intro to Poetry scheme 
 
Range of texts suited 
to group – e.g school, 
growing up, war, 
cultures – as 
appropriate. 
Focus on word 
reading, reading aloud 
with expression. 
Intro to language 
features. 

Introduction to 
Shakespeare  
Who was Shakespeare? 
Globe theatre, context – see 
resources  
Reading A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream + Seven Ages 
of Man 

Sk
ill

s 
 

- Word reading 
- Victorian/Gothic 

context  
- Character 
- Information 

retrieval 
- Comprehension 
- Setting 
- Language 

features 
- Word class 

- Setting 
- Character 
- Language 
features 
- Word class 
- Inference 
- Tone 
- Atmosphere 
- Victorian texts 
included    

- Independent 
writing or 
practising use of 
a scribe  

- Sentence 
crafting 

- Basic 
Punctuation - 
punt 

- Weather 
description 

 

- Reading 
Transactional 
texts  

- Opinions 
- Writing to 

Persuade 
- Spoken 

Language skills  
- Comparing 
 

 
-  

- Reading 
aloud 

- Poetic 
devices 

- Reading 
comprehensi
on 

- Inference  
- Locating 

points in a 
text  
Speaking and 
Listening 
A07,8,9 
Context 
WW1 (if 
appropriate) 

- Understanding 
context 

- Reading 
comprehension 

- Characters 
- Inference  

H
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th
is

 

le
ar

n

in
g 

b
ei

n

g as
se

s

se
d

? - Reading 
comprehension 
assessment 

Reading comprehension 
Victorian context  

Writing Assessment 
Recount (picture based – 
EL template) 

Writing an advert 
 

Speaking and Listening  
“My Favourite Poem” 
– students to read 

Knowledge test on 
Shakespeare. 
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- HFW reading 
assessment  

- Salford reading 
assessment 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spoken Language 
Assessment – My 
chocolate bar  

aloud their favourite 
poem and talk about it 

Reading assessment – info 
retrieval / inference  

HLN2 
Students to access a range of texts with some independence. Develop independent literacy skills working towards Entry Level Qualifications/GCSE skills 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 3 Spring 4 Summer 5 Summer 6 

To
p

ic
 

After the War  
 
Usborne or Treetops text 
depending on ability. 

Gothic reading and writing 
7 weeks 

Students will learn about 
the features of Gothic texts 
and their origin in Art and 
culture. They will analyse 
language and structure in a 
range of texts. The scheme 
also focuses on writing skills 
using The Canterville Ghost 
Focus 
 

Amazing Inventions  
 
Usborne Text: Toilet, 
Telephones and Other 
inventions that changed 
the world 
 
Transactional texts – 
reading (email, leaflet, 
articles, webpages etc) 
 
Designing an amazing 
invention 
 

Introduction to 
Shakespeare – Crown of 
Blood  
 
Context  
 
Crown of Blood and 
Macbeth extracts  

Charity Media 
 
  

Intro to Poetry continued: 
 
War Poetry 
 
 
  

Sk
ill

s 
 

- Engaging with a 
story 

- Reading 
comprehension 
skills – inference 

- Context – war  
- Story writing  
- Sentences  
- Basic SPAG 

 

- Sentence crafting 
- Punctuation 
- Language 

features 
- Word class 
- Weather 

description and 
beginning the 
weather 
paragraph 

- Structure 
features 

Vocabulary choices 

- Reading 
comprehension 
skills 

- Writing to 
inform, recount 
texts and 
reports, reviews 

- Express personal 
preferences  

- Evaluate ideas  
- Demonstrate 

presentation 
skills  

- Shakespeare 
intro to context 

- Reading 
comprehension 

- Characters 
- Comparing  

  

- Reading 
Transactiona
l texts  

- Opinions 
- Writing to 

Persuade 
- Spoken 

Language 
skills  

- Comparing 
 

 
-  

- Reading aloud 
- Poetic devices 
- Reading 

comprehension 
- Inference  
- Locating points in 

a text  
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Reading comprehension 
 
 

Writing to describe  
 

Unseen reading 
assessment – inventor 
reading comprehension 

-  

Knowledge test on 
Shakespeare. 
 
Reading assessment – 
info retrieval / inference  

Writing an advert / 
persuasive charity 
letter  
 
 

“My Favourite Poem” – 
students to read aloud their 
favourite poem and talk 
about it (prep for Spoken 
Language) 
 
Speaking and Listening 
A07,8,9 
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HLN3 
Students to access a range of texts with some independence. Develop independent literacy skills working towards Entry Level Qualifications/GCSE 

skills 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 3 Spring 4 Summer 5 Summer 6 
After the War (or other 
fiction) 
 
  

Inequality 
7 weeks 

Students will identify the 
writer’s perspective in a 
number of non-fiction 
articles on issues past and 
present. Students will then 
aim to create pieces of 
writing of their own that 
argue a point of view or 
aim to persuade their 
reader. Students will also 
prepare for their Spoken 
Language endorsement at 
the end of the unit, or ELC 
S+L, as appropriate. 
 

Children through time: 
Dickens 

 
Students to read a classic 
texts and some extracts. 
Oliver Twist / Great 
Expectations 

 
Option to read Oliver Twist 
/ Great Expectations plus 
extracts, depending on 
group  

Creative Reading and 
Writing : Adventure 
Topic 
 
Students to study a range 
of literary texts (fiction or 
literary non fiction) 
 
Writing their own 
creative text  

Shakespeare: Romeo 
and Juliet   
 
Students to study a 
differentiated version of 
the play, accessing 
extracts of the original. 
Students to study two 
different versions of the 
play (film) and review for 
ELC writing practice.  
 

War Poetry Intro 
 
War Context – WWW1/2 
Use HLN Poetry resources 
Leading to 4 of the Power 
and Conflict poems 
 

- Reading 
comprehension 
skills – inference 

- Context – war  
- Story writing  
- Sentences  
- Basic SPAG 

 

- Non-fiction 
- Transactional 

writing 
- Comparison of 

texts 
- Summary 
- Synthesis 
- Wrter’s 

perspective 
- Old and new texts 

Spoken Language Focus – 
students prepare a 
presentation on a topic of 
their choice. 

- Setting 
- Character 
- Language 

features 
- Word class 
- Inference 
- Quotes  

 
 

- Shakespeare 
intro to context 

- Reading 
comprehension 

- Characters 
- Inference  

 

Writing to 
review 
Reading skills 
Reading aloud 
for expression 
Reading 
comprehension 
skills 
Language 
features  

 
- Language features  
- Context  
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Reading comprehension –  Writing assessment – 
writing to persuade 

Reading assessment  
 

ELC assessment – reading 
and writing Component 2 
 

Entry Level assessment – 
Component 1 Mock – 
Writing a review  

Kahoot / Jigsaw – recall 
story and key quotes  
 
GCSE style question with 
support/template 
 


