
 

Page 1 The King’s Academy 

The King’s Chronicles 
No. 37 Week 3:  20-24 Sept 2021  

Key Dates 

October  

Fri 1 - Sat 2 Bronze Award DofE expedition 

Thursday 7 Open Evening 

Mon 11 - Fri 22 Year 11 and 13 Rehearsal Exams 

Mon 25 - Fri 29 Autumn Half Term Holidays 

Mr Donnelly accepts the 
cup from Colin on behalf of 
the Rest of the World team 

Summer Developments 
The last four months have seen a significant 
amount of building work around the Academy to 
improve the quality of our facilities for staff and 
students. Work commenced in May when a brand 
new textiles area was created in just nine days, 
providing a dedicated specialist space for           
students in the sixth form alongside classroom 
space for students from other year groups.  
 
Moving the textiles area enabled us to                
dramatically increase the size of the upstairs     
dining room, and both kitchens have seen         
significant refurbishment during the summer     
holidays with improved facilities to provide for 
our growing numbers of students.  
 
Other developments around the Academy         
include:  

• fourteen new self-contained individual toilet 
cubicles in the Science/Maths area; 

• a fully refurbished science laboratory; 

• two new classrooms in the Maths                
department; 

• additional SEND support areas; 

• ongoing decoration and re-carpeting around 
the Academy. 
 
This was a huge undertaking for the Academy’s 
facilities, cleaning and catering teams, and we 
express our huge thanks to them (particularly Mr 
Boyers, ESF Facilities Director) for their work over 
the summer to get the Academy ready for        
students and staff returning in September. 

 
Our attention now turns to the £2.4m extension 
(8 classrooms, student cubicle toilets) with work 
expected to begin during this term in readiness 
for opening in September 2022.  
 

Mr Reader  - Senior Vice Principal 

The English Department has been extremely  
impressed by the maturity and diligence of Year 
11 on their return to school. Despite working 
hard to revise for their first set of mock exams; 
they have thrived with the added challenge of 
their Spoken Language Endorsement           
presentations. This attitude to learning will put 
them in a brilliant position to achieve the best in 
their GCSEs. Keep up the hard work!  
 
In other year groups, students have made an 
equally positive start to the year. Year 7 are fully 
engaged with their study of Shelley’s Gothic  
novel ‘Frankenstein’. In Year 8, the students 
have also been looking at the supernatural as 
they read ‘Macbeth’. Year 9 are enjoying reading 
two classic novels: Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and 
Men’ or Golding’s ‘Lord of the Flies’- two texts 
which I studied myself in school and always look 
forward to teaching. Finally, Year 10 students 
have begun their English Language GCSE studies 
and are also looking at Dicken’s famous novel, ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ or Stevenson’s ‘Dr Jekyll & Mr 
Hyde’ in Literature. 
 
We really have made a fantastic start to the 
year, exploring some amazing texts, enjoyed by 
teachers and students alike. 

Mrs Lamport  - Head of English 

Subject Focus: English 

Sixth formers working on Rotary community             

improvement projects 
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 Respectful Relationships 

This week saw the first of a series of PSHE      
sessions looking at the theme of respectful         
relationships. Getting life back to normal and 
learning to interact with each other socially 
after a series of lockdowns and a life of social 
distancing, along with the challenges teenage 
friendships sometimes present, meant that we 
were keen to get this topic out in the open as 
soon as possible in the term.  
 
Students discussed how in a respectful           
relationship you should be able to: 
• express your feelings and opinions     

without being made to feel stupid, 
scared, or embarrassed. 

• listen to and genuinely value the other 
person’s feelings and opinions. 

• be able to disagree without causing a 
fight or someone saying hurtful things. 

 
Over the next few weeks and months, the 
theme will continue with discussions about 
equality, disability and race.  

Ms Smith  - Assistant Principal 

 

Highlights of the week 
 

Year 7 -  Mr Gilbert was particularly impressed with 
the multitude of excellent contributions made by 
students in 7Everson during Tutor Reflections.    
 

Year 8 - It has been wonderful to see that so many 
students want to contribute and be a part of this 
year’s student council. I have had excellent ideas so 
far from Zoe Wills and Daisy Marshall.   
 

Year 9 - Luca Parker in 9Elliott was crowned         
European Jujitsu Champion in the under 50kg      
category at the weekend. Congratulations to Luca! 
 

Year 10 - A massive well done to all Year 10 catering 
students. Mrs Jones has reported on the excellent 
start to their studies. They have approached all    
lessons with a mature attitude and demonstrated 
some excellent skills in practical lessons. We look 
forward to hopefully sampling some of their work... 

Year 11 - I was so impressed to see Tia Mundy, Lucie 
Dickinson, Amiee Hilton and Chloe McAvoy           
supporting some younger students whilst out on the 
yard at break. It was lovely to see them  setting such 
an excellent example.  

Year 12 - Well done to Lucy Marley for being the 
first Sixth Form student to arrange external work 
experience. Lucy will be at Little Ladybirds Day 
Nursery in Stockton once a week, learning about 
early years care and education.  
 

Year 13 - Continuing on the subject assistant theme, 
Bibiana Shanks Davison and Sam Dodsworth were a 
fantastic help doing displays in the MFL department; 
and Thomas Hare was in action, supporting PE. 

CAMHS will be holding an online ‘Emotional Well-
being’ workshop for parents 
and carers on Monday 11      
October, 10am-11.30am. Those 
attending will be introduced to 
the risk and resilience frame-
work, exploring how this can be 
used to improve outcomes for 
children, young people and 
their families. They will also   
discuss what can be done to 
promote healthy emotional 
wellbeing in children and young 
people. 
 

To book, visit https://
www.tewv.nhs.uk/services/
teescamhstraining/ or call 0300 
013 2000 (option 1)  

Mrs Manthy -  Director of  
Safeguarding 

As Wednesday afternoon enrichment for Sixth 
Form gets underway, the spirit of service and 
supporting one another is very active.  
 
One of the activities many are keen to be      
involved in to build their work experience is as a 
subject assistant, supporting students or        
departments in school. Drama, PE, Art, Science, 
Geography, English, Maths, RE, 
Food and MFL, VI and DHI are 
all hosting subject assistants to 
support younger students. The 
Careers assistants have been 
helping to distribute               
information for Year 11          
students to take home on     
careers in engineering and 
healthcare, as well as preparing 
books for the careers section of 
the library. Those working with 
Rotary on improvement         
projects in the local community 
will be contributing to bulb 
planting, painting and tidy-up 
activities.  

 
Ms Gibson - Careers Lead/

Assistant Head of Sixth Form  

Community Service 

Workshop for Parents 

...And in the library on its careers     

resources 
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