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Key Dates 

October  

Fri 1 - Sat 2 Bronze Award DofE expedition 

Thursday 7 Open Evening  

Mon 11 - Fri 22 Year 11 and 13 Rehearsal Exams 

Mon 25 - Fri 29 Autumn Half Term Holidays 

Mr Donnelly accepts the 
cup from Colin on behalf of 
the Rest of the World team 

Year 6 Open Evening 
On Thursday 7 October the King’s Academy will 
open its doors for the first time in two years to 
welcome prospective new students and their   
families to our Open Evening. 
 
The evening will allow visitors to hear a brief 
presentation from our Principal and some of our 
students, take a tour of the excellent facilities on 
site, and see some examples of students work 
and other displays from our extensive curriculum   
subject areas. 
 
This year in order to help make the event COVID 
secure, we require visitors to pre-book an        
appointment time. The first session of the       
evening starts at 5pm with presentations running 
every 30 minutes. The final  presentation will take 
place at 7pm. Information about how to book an       
appointment time can be found on our website 
under the Admissions page. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you all on     
Thursday 7 October. 
     Mr Johnson - Assistant Principal 

We were privileged to have Gulwali Passerlay as 
our guest speaker this week for our Sixth Form 
speaker programme. Gulwali shared with us the 
compelling and poignant story of his experienc-
es as a child refugee, making a journey of over 
7000 miles through 10 countries from Afghani-
stan to the UK alone at just 12 years old. Since 
settling in the UK Gulwali was reunited with his 
brother but has not seen the rest of his family 
for many years, a source of great sadness for 
him. He earned a Politics degree and then an 
MA, and is now an author, activist and speaker.  
 
This highly educated yet humble guest             
reminded us of the value of education and the 
triumph of the human spirit in the darkest of 
times and also of the responsibility we have  
towards people seeking sanctuary and to       
anyone in need. Our students were captivated 
by Gulwali’s talk and also asked some fantastic 
questions and it was a genuine honour for us all 
to spend the afternoon together. We were de-
lighted by Gulwali’s gift of ten signed copies of 
his book for our Sixth Form Book Club and look 
forward to reading it together!  
 
Ms Yuill  - Assistant Principal, Head of Sixth Form 

Under a lightless sky – finding 
light in the darkness 

On Wednesday of this week, we managed to field 
5 football teams for the opening fixture of the        
season.  
 
Years 7, 8 and 11 played at home while Year 9 
and 10 travelled to Unity City Academy. Having 
not been able to play fixtures since November 
2019, it was great to see our school fields full of 
students playing sports again. In some instances, 
there were new players representing The King’s 
Academy for the first time; there were new   
members of staff taking teams; and each year 
group had a new kit to play in.  
 
Across the 5 games there were three wins (Years 
7, 8 & 10), one draw (Year 9), and a narrow de-
feat for Year 11. Well done to everyone involved 
and thank you to all the staff who supported the 
fixtures in a safe and organised way. 

Mr Lynch - Head of PE 

New year, new kit, new staff 

Mr Fox’s half time words of wisdom 
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 Subject Focus - Maths 

It has been a real thrill to see the students     
return to our maths classrooms for the first time 
in over a year, determined to work hard and 
make the most of the opportunity to learn 
alongside their friends. 
King’s students entering Year 11 always seem to 
make a positive start in September, aware of 
the challenges that lie ahead, and it has been 
pleasing to see that the current year group is no 
exception. The staff team have been impressed 
with the dedication shown so far and we feel it 
bodes well for the year ahead. Lessons are    
currently focusing on mastering key topics for 
the forthcoming rehearsal exams. These include 
aspects of algebra, trigonometry and ratio and 
proportion. All Year 11 students should now be 
completing past exam papers regularly for 
homework, as this is one of the most effective 
ways of preparing for formal maths exams. 
The new Year 7 students have also made an  
excellent start and have really impressed us 
with their maturity and keenness to advance 
their mathematical knowledge.  As well as    
continuing to practice key skills and techniques 
from primary school, our Year 7 curriculum will 
introduce more wonders of algebra and         
geometry to the students. 
In other year groups our curriculum continues 
to build on previous years’ learning in the four 
main areas of mathematics: Number, Algebra, 
Shape and Space and Data Handling.  As teach-
ers, we are conscious of the potential gaps that 
might exist after two years’ disrupted learning 
and are creating opportunities to recap past 
work as well as cover new material. 
All in all a great start to the new academic year 
from all our students. Well done! 

Mr Roberts - Head of Maths 

 

Highlights of the week 
 

Year 7 - Mr Gilbert was very pleased to see students 
helping each other during a very tricky Science    
experiment.   
 

Year 8 - Amy Ledger in 8AHENRY has been            
volunteering at a dementia home with her mum. 
She has recently received her ‘Dementia Friend’ 
badge. Amazing work- well done Amy!  
 

Year 9 - The Geography department have been   
delighted by the young Year 9 geographers work 
ethic and enthusiasm when completing their        
geographical enquiry around the King’s Academy 
site this week. 
 

Year 10 - The football team has started with Mr 
Grimwood. He comments that training sessions are 
an absolute pleasure and he couldn’t have wished 
for a nicer group of students. It was great to see 
their enthusiasm in training progress to their first 
match against UCA, ending in a 4-1 win, with a    
special mention to Conrad Phillips for excellent 

sportsmanship. 
 
Year 11 - Mr Baughan and Mr King have been really 
impressed with the preparation put in by the Year 
11 DOE students this week.  They are off to camp for 
the night in the beautiful Cleveland Hills. Fingers 
crossed the rain holds off for them all!  
 
Year 12 - Miss Smith has been particularly             
impressed with the fantastic engagement shown by 
Lilymae Bishop, Jessie Catterick and Beth Scanlon 
who have been supporting in PE lessons on a 
Wednesday afternoon.  
 
Year 13 - It has been fantastic to send off our first 
UCAS applications this week as our students with 
early entry courses such as Medicine, Veterinary, 
Cambridge and Oxford complete their                     
applications.  Chloe Cutler and Jack Parkes are the 
first away – good luck Chloe and Jack! 

Friends of The King’s are a team of parents who 
have been brought together to help create a 
community spirit within the Academy. We meet 
at regular intervals throughout the year to or-
ganise events within the King’s Academy and 
the surrounding local community. All meetings 
are posted on the King’s Academy website un-
der the section ‘Parents’ Group’.  
 
If you would like to get involved or forward any 
ideas, please e-mail: liz.milburn@gmail.com or 
cbrownless@thekingsacademy.org.uk  
 

Mrs Brownless - Assistant Vice Principal  

Get involved! 

 

Additional Notices 

Lunchtime Assistants: We are looking to appoint  to 
two fixed term part time lunchtime assistant roles as 
soon as possible. For more information and to apply 
please see our website under Recruitment. 

Gulwali Passerlay with Ms Yuill and members of our sixth form. 
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