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The King’s Chronicles 
No. 48 Week 15  13 - 17 December 2021  

Key Dates 

January  

Tuesday 4 School Reopens 8.20am 

From Monday 10 Year 12 First Rehearsals 

From Monday 17 Year 11 Interims (English/Maths) 

Christmas Message 

Middlesbrough District 
School Cross-Country  

Dear Parents and Carers 
Link to our Carol Service 2021 https://
youtu.be/7gHp7n1CoXI 
 
It was a privilege to speak to all students and 
staff this morning, distributed around their 
classrooms and offices, to commend           
students and to thank staff for this term. As 
is typical for the lead up to Christmas, the 
pace of activities has increased the closer 
we’ve come to the break, with a huge array 
of seasonal events even this last week. I am 
sure parents will join me in thanking staff for 
their fabulous work that makes these not 
just possible, but superb experiences that we 
hope children will value, remember, and be 
appreciative of throughout their lives. 
 
Our country, as others are globally,            
continues to be under much pressure from 
the unfolding events of the pandemic.  We 
don’t yet know how these may affect school, 
but we are confident that education will be 
prioritised. Much comment is about whether 
people will have a better Christmas than last 
year; although this perhaps misses the main 
point that every Christmas – however good 
or bad – marks the coming of the saviour 
God in the form of the human baby Jesus.  In 
Him, whatever else befalls us, all mankind 
can place its faith and can greatly rejoice to-
gether. 
 

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a Saviour has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  

 
Wishing you all a very merry, restful,      
Christmas break 

Mr Dawes - Principal 

On Monday 6  December 48 students from 
Years 7-10 attended the district schools cross 
country event at Stewart Park. The            
conditions were challenging due to rain      
earlier in the day, causing the wet ground to    
become increasingly bogging and slippery. 
Despite these conditions all runners          
performed to the best of their ability.  
 
Notable performances include the Year 7 
Girls and Boys teams finishing in 1st place 
and 2nd place respectively. Emma Drury (Year 
7) and Olivia Clark (Year 10) were also 
bronze medal winners in their races. Ten   
students have also been chosen to represent 
Middlesbrough in the county cross-country 
championships in January. 
 
Year 7 – Emma Drury, Isabelle Corbyn,       
Lilliana Lawrence, Alice Redman, Harry     
Garton and Tom Shields. 
 
Years 8 & 9 – Harry Lambert and Keiron 
Cocks. 
 
Year 10 – Olivia Clark and Alex Plantaz. 
 
Course lengths ranged from 1750m for the 

Year 7 races to 3500m for the Year 10s.  
 

Mrs Fearnley  - Teacher of PE 

https://youtu.be/7gHp7n1CoXI
https://youtu.be/7gHp7n1CoXI
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Highlights of the week 
 

Year 7 - A big well done to Emma Drury, Lily        
Robinson and James Drew. They have made an    
excellent start to their time at The King’s Academy 
and I am pleased to say that they have achieved 
most merits in Year 7. Emma achieved 44, Lily 42 
and James 38. Keep up the excellent work.  
 
Year 8 - A big well done to Zoe Walton, Dylann 
Bone, Abigail Price and Livia Arnold on their          
outstanding performances in the House Performing 
Arts competition.  
 
Year 9 - Mrs Cochrane commented on excellent   
participation of Year 9 girls PE this week. Students 
got into the Christmas spirt by dressing up and     
participating in the ‘Grinch Workout’. A fantastic 
effort by all– including Mrs Fearnley in her Elf outfit!  
 
Year 10 - 15 students attended a maths lecture at 
Teesside University. The main speaker, inspirational 
mathematician Colin Wright, demonstrated the 
mathematical patterns behind juggling; whilst PhD 
students in astrophysics explored options for further 
study of maths beyond GCSE. Students were impec-
cably behaved and, needless to say, many of them 
are now interested in learning how to juggle!  
 

Year 11 - Miss Johnston has been particularly      
impressed with the work ethic of a number of her    
students during the art exam.  Terrific hard work 
and determination shown by Matthew Smithson, 
Josh Harland, Sana Salik, Katie Peacock, Brandon 
Woodier and Jasmine Din. 
 
Year 12 - Well done to all of the year 12 students 
who attended the Metrocentre trip on Monday 
night. You were impeccably behaved throughout the 
trip and a credit to The King’s Academy. We were 
particularly happy to meet year 12 students in 
Waterstone’s purchasing novels to read over    
Christmas!  
 

Year 13 - Fabulous Christmas baking from Amy 
Webb and Alex Maloney-Wilson. Their gingerbread 
house looked amazing!  

Subject Focus:  
Art 

In art lessons throughout Year 8, students       
explore the theme of ‘Portraits’. The project is 
designed to teach students to research and    
analyse the work of other artists; to experiment 
and explore with different materials and       
techniques; and to present personal ideas.   
The Art Department have been particularly     
impressed by Year 8 student Lizzie Pursey who 
has demonstrated her talent and enthusiasm for 
the subject.  
Lizzie has explored a range of art styles and 
themes within her work. A particular highlight 
has been her   
thorough            
investigations and 
artwork based on 
society’s views of    
women and body 
image.   
Here are some 
examples of       
Lizzie’s work. 
 

Mrs Johnston - 
Teacher of Art 

Sociology’s own ‘Line of      
Duty’ 

On Monday 6 December Year 12 and 13 Sociology 
students had a visit from Professor Georgios     
Antonopoulos, lecturer at Teesside University.  
Based on his experience of conducting an          
ethnographic study with a migrant community, 
Georgios provided students with a reflection on 
the process of ‘going native’ in an organised crime 
group whilst exploring the ethics of his research; 
as well as a personal account of researching      
organised crime.  
Student Evelyn Nield explained how “As someone 
who loves a bit of Line of Duty, learning about 
criminals is always weirdly exciting for me; but in 
truth there is no one way to ‘look’ criminal, and no 
single action can be labelled as criminal until    
society and law deems it as such. Overall, this   
experience was surprisingly exciting”.  
Our sixth form students were able to explore key 
concepts in sociological research first-hand from a 
university lecturer whilst challenging their own 
preconceptions on media representations of    
organised criminals and the social construction of 
crime. Follow-up conversations in class have 

helped to cement learning as well as raise           
aspirations for future study and careers.  
We would like to thank Professor Georgios for   
taking the time to visit the students at The King’s 
Academy.  

Mrs Cochrane - Head of Year 10 

Lateral Flow Testing 
Please continue to be aware of the vital               
importance of continuing to administer lateral flow 
tests over the holidays. A test on the evening of 
Monday 3 January is particularly important please. 
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While most weeks at The King’s Academy are busy, 
our final week of term has been particularly so as 
we have tried to get into the festive spirit alongside 
our usual daily studies.  
 
Monday and Tuesday evenings saw around 400  
students from Years 9 to 13 head off to the Metro-
Centre to enjoy the wide range of shopping and 
dining venues on offer. The coaches certainly      
returned to the Academy fuller than when they left, 
including at least one inflatable unicorn, on      
Monday night’s trip!  
 
Tuesday also saw our House Performing Arts       
Festival. Our Year 7 students were treated to an 
afternoon of talent, and Messrs Wild and Finn also 
performed. The competition was won by the House 
of Greeks by the narrowest of margins. A big well 
done to all competitors!  
 
On Wednesday, after decorating tutor rooms and 
enjoying Christmas lunch, the Academy settled 
down for the annual House Christmas Cracker   
competition. Tutor groups competed in a range of 
quizzes, practical challenges and spot-prize rounds 
for individual glory and for the glory of their      
Houses. After a fierce afternoon of competition, 
Romans House was declared the winner.  
 
As if all of that hadn’t been enough, 150 of our Year 
7 and Year 8 students thoroughly enjoyed     
Wednesday evening’s performance of Peter Pan at 
Middlesbrough Theatre. Students were a credit to 
the Academy and we were particularly pleased to 
receive very many positive comments from the 
cast, theatre staff and one fellow-audience-
member regarding the conduct of our students.  
 
We wish all of our students and parents a very  
happy and restful Christmas!  

Mr Reader – Senior Vice Principal 

Crackers at Christmas  


