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The King’s Chronicles 
No. 62 Week 29 25 - 29 April 2022 

Key Dates 

May  

Monday 2  Bank Holiday (school closed) 

Tue 3 - Fri 6 
Deaf Awareness Week 
House Assemblies 

Friday 6 Y9 Reports issued 

Tuesday 10 Y9 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 16 Public Examinations start 

Mon 16 - Fri 27 Y7 Rehearsal Examinations  

RSHE Programme 
Summer Term 

The student feedback on the material covered in 
our RSHE lessons last term was very positive. The 
focus was mental health and wellbeing, and student 
comments have included: 
 
• “It’s made me realise that we are not always 

happy and that we sometimes have lows. It 
also told me about the effect in our bodies. 
These lessons really teach me things!” 

• “I have learnt ways to spot signs in other     
people and know when they need help; but 
also to see the signs in myself and how to help       
myself.” 

• “I have found it helpful that I am given       
different ways to cope with my emotions. I 
also find it helpful that the lessons tell me why 
I feel certain emotions and that it is normal.” 

 
As we move into the penultimate half term, we have 
already started a new module that almost all year 
groups are participating in (Years 11 and 13 have a 
more bespoke programme due to the imminence of 
their exams). The unit is titled ‘Rights,                    
Responsibilities and British Values’ and has the     
following foci: 
 
Year 7– Politics, Parliament and Me 
Year 8– Law, Crime and Society 
Year 9– Combatting Extremism and Terrorism 
Years 10 and 12– Exploring British Values 
 
The final half term will be dedicated to ‘Celebrating 
Diversity and Equality’, and the topics are: 
 
Year 7– Celebrating Difference 
Years 8 and 9– Protected Characteristics 
Years 10 and 12– Exploring World Issues 
 
Student feedback this year has been very positive 
about the introduction of these lessons. I would like 
to express my thanks to the team of staff who have 
created the content, as well as to the external 
speakers who have delivered material and to the 
tutors who have done such a good job of engaging 
the students with it.  
 

Mr Bulley – Vice Principal  

Academy exams are a critical time for every year 
group, and Year 7 have their first experience of 
these from Monday 16 May.  
 
These rehearsal exams are important in many 
ways:  
• they help students to develop good      

routines and resilience;  
• they help teachers to understand          

students’ strengths and areas for           
development;  

• but, most of all, they help students to 
learn.  

 
Every time we retrieve information from our 
memories, we are strengthening our               
understanding by making sure we can recall this 
information and use it to make links with new 
information.  
 
For this reason, it is important that Year 7 take 
these exams seriously. This week, they have           
participated in an assembly where they learnt 
about the power of self-testing, and how to use 
their knowledge organisers to revise. Please 
support them as they are doing this. Trying to 
remember what they have learnt might seem 
like a struggle at first, but this struggle helps 
them to learn! 
 

Mrs Taylor – Vice Principal  

Year 7 Examinations: 
Revision 
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Highlights of the week 
 

Year 7 - Mrs Dodsworth came to see me this week 
full of praise for Drew James. Mrs Dodsworth was 
impressed by his effort and use of physical theatre 
during his first drama lesson of the new term. Mrs 
Dodsworth believes that Drew is destined for      
stardom!  
 

Year 8 -  Mr Love commented that students in his 
8.4 Geography class worked very well on ways to 
reduce poverty around the world. In particular, Ella 
Cording, Max Depledge, Nataniel Danielewski and 
Jessica Farr came up with some creative ideas.  
 

Year 9 -  Congratulations to Rotary Young Artist  
Daisy Redman who won the Intermediate club    
competition with a superb drawing of a               
hummingbird. The theme was “colours of nature.” 
 

Year 10 - A massive well done to Lacey Dearden on 
her recent work in English. Mrs Redhead               
commented on her excellent book work for poetry 
and her enthusiasm in her speaking assessment.  
 

Year 11 - A massive well done to the Year 11       
football team who are through to the Town Cup 
Final next week at Rockcliffe Hall. Mr Fox said 
“King's showed real grit, determination and         
resilience. No player lost their head and there were 
plenty of opportunities for them to do so.” Thank 
you also to Mr Fox and Mr Ray for all of their hard 
work and the support they have given the team.   
 

Year 12 - Rachel Geddes is making her debut with 
the prestigious Darlington Operatic Society this 
week. She will be performing in the musical ‘Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert’ at Darlington Hippodrome 
alongside our Head of Drama, Mr Jones! The Sixth 
Form team would like to wish Rachel the best of 
luck. 
 

Year 13 - Congratulations to Mollie Owen on her 
offer from Wrexham for Paramedic Science – there 
are only 17 places on this course, so this is fantastic 
news.  We wish her every success. 

The King’s Academy’s brightest mathematicians 
once again participated in the UKMT’s annual 
Mathematics Challenge, at the junior level, for Year 
7 and Year 8 students. 58 of our students           
competed against the nation’s best on Wednesday 
27 April.   
A lot of these students were participating for the 
first time, and they found the experience both   
exhilarating and daunting. Results are expected in 
a few weeks’ time and we cannot wait to find out 
how they  performed and how many of them will 
get to  compete in the next round. 
 

Mr Uzuh - Teacher of Maths 

Subject Focus: Music 

UKMT Annual Junior 
Mathematics Challenge 

 

Additional Notices 
 

Free School Meals: If you’re struggling financially at 
this time your child may be eligible to receive free 
school meals (more details here), a benefit which 
could save you c£450 per child per year. To apply 
please click here. Applications take about five 
minutes to complete and you will receive an instant 
decision which will also be automatically notified to 
the Academy.   
 

Drop off/collection: When dropping off or collecting 
your child at the start or end of the day, please do 
not block the access to the rear of the Academy. 
Access is required here at all times for deliveries and 
for emergency vehicles. 
 

Parking: If attending after-school fixtures, parents 
are reminded they must park in the main car park. 
No parking is available at the turning circle due to 
the ongoing building works. 
 

Cleaner Vacancy: We are looking to recruit an    
afternoon cleaner on a casual contract (potential to    
become permanent later in the year).  For more 
details and to apply please click here. 
 
Summer Term Extra-Curricular Activities: please 
click here. 

Mr Johnson and the Year 7 student council working on the 
school garden 

I think Music and music lessons are great. I find 
grasping the idea of an instrument and being able 
to play different tunes is very interesting. I am  
also starting to look at classical music more and it 
is very enjoyable to listen to!  
In Music class, we play the violin, and play      
different pieces with different techniques,          
advancing more and more over time. We also 
learn musical theory and how to read sheet       
music- also a really interesting thing, I 
find. We also take both practical and theory      
assessments to understand our musical level. 
Overall, it’s very fun! 

Ahmed Yousif - 7Spencer  

https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/parents/school-meals/#:~:text=should%20they%20wish.-,Free%20School%20Meals,-Parents%20who%20receive
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/thekingsacademy
https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/2022/04/28/cleaning-assistant/
https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Extracurricular-Activities-Summer-Term-2022.pdf

