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Part 1. Year 10 – Summer work to complete.  
 
Choose ONE artist/designer from the following pages who has been 

inspired by Pleats. Look carefully at the pictures of their work.  

Explain in rough, what you like about the image(s) you have chosen and 
why. Analyse which aspects (parts) you find interesting and may wish to 
develop further yourself for your shirt.  

Use the headings/prompts below and the sheet ‘how to write your 
opinions’ to help you do this successfully.  

How do the designs shape the body? Silhouette – The shape of the body created by wearing clothing of a 
particular style or period in time.  

(I.e. Sheath silhouette is a form fitting silhouette, which hugs the body from top to bottom; Hour glass silhouette, 
this is the most popular silhouette, characterised by a fitted waist and emphasises the curves of the feminine 
figure; Shoulder wedge silhouette, has an emphasis on the shoulder, an example is the addition of shoulder pads 
or puff sleeves; Trapeze silhouette is similar to an A-Line silhouette, but with a more pronounced flare near the 
hem shaped like a trapezoid/tent; Bell silhouette is fitted in the bodice and then flares generously to the hem to 
make a bell-shape, popular for wedding dresses; Trumpet silhouette, is also called the mermaid silhouette. Tight 
fitting to the knees and then flares out generously; Line silhouette is narrower at the top and widens towards the 
hem in a gradual manner; Straight column silhouette has a rectangular shape from top to bottom, a shift dress is 
an example; Asymmetrical silhouette has a diagonal hemline). 
 
Volume and Structure – How is volume and structure created and used; what effect does it have on the overall 
look? (For example; shoulder features to lengthen or enlarge, layered and high-volume skirt details). 
 
Drape and Movement – this is the way the fabric or garment hangs/falls, especially in graceful folds and attractive 
lines. The way the fabric is draped/wrapped around the moving body; allowing or restricting motion. 
 
Colour – colours that contrast or compliment to create different effects; is there a combination of colours or is the 
same colour used throughout and why – for example; to produce a different perception or allow details to stand 
out and be more visual. 
 
Techniques used - What techniques does your chosen designer use and why are they effective? Where are they 
positioned on the garment and why? 
 
Print/Pattern – Surface interest. The visual quality of a fabric/garment is created through the textures, colours 
and patterns visible on the surface. How does your chosen designer play with pattern and structure? 

Why do you think these garments were constructed in this way; with those specific materials, silhouettes, and 
finishes? How do you relate to these designs? 

 

Google:  

Designers inspired by pleats 
and/or fabric manipulation.                 
E.g. Ermanno Scervino, Dior, Iris 
Van Herpen. 
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Questions to ask yourself: 

How do these designs add shape to the body? How does your chosen designer use pattern and structure? 
Why do you think these garments are constructed (made) in this way, with these specific materials, 
silhouettes, and finishes? Why is pleating effective? What do you think your chosen designer influences were 
in creating this look? What are your personal thoughts about these designs? 

Ermanno Scervino - Pleats  

Dior – Ribboned Pleats  



AQA GCSE Textile Design 2022  

 

 

Iris Van Herpen - Pleats  

Valentino - Pleats  
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                                                             Rodarte (Star Wars Collection).  

Part 2. Year 10 – Summer work to complete.  
 

 Find ONE artist/designer who has been inspired by structural smocking.  

Collect two images/pictures of their work. Explain what you like about the images you have 
chosen and why.  

Explain which aspects (parts) you find interesting and may wish to develop further yourself. Use 
the sheet ‘How to write opinions’ on Teams to help you do this successfully.  

Google: Designers inspired by structural smocking and fabric manipulation. E.g. Dion Lee, 
dezeen.com (bags), Kenzo, Issey Miyake, Valentino and Rodarte (Star Wars Collection). 

 


